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Phil. iii. 20. 

F&r our Comjerfation h in Heamn .- 
from whence dlfo we looi for the 
Samoury : 

THE Original Wdrd for that of Comer fa>- 
tion m the Text is known to Hgnifie, not 
only our Moral Behaviour, or Conduft of 
Life, in which fence it is apparently ta- 
ken in the firft Chapter of this Epiftlci La pur 
Ceniferfatkn be as becomes the Goffel' cf Chfifi ; but 
alio a State and Condition of Life, .witli certain 
Frivilegies and Oblig^ions, as we Are Incorporated 
into (bme City or Nation, a Citizeralhip, a Political 
Relation, wherein we ftand. . And this laft fence has 
always been judg'd by the beft Interpreters, princi- 
pally to belong to this place. Our CitizejiO]ip,f 
that is the great SubjeS: of our Converfatieoy the 
Social R.elation and Political Concern wfaef-iby it k 
Govern d) hinHeaiven, the City or Country aboi«^e; 
thismeamng not excludiog, biit rather. inferring and 
implj^ing chat other ufuaj one, of a fuitable De^ 
nieajiour^ ^nid! ooirreipbndent Cemierfiuioo, in the 
the common &^i%pi.mia of the EnglUh^^yord.- 
■ And l^s therApoAle may be ui^rfbod by thele 
^o^s, as telling ^ in General,^ and fuitably to the 
lifiopS' of the.Cbaptei;:, i that. our. Citfzefifiiip it ixf 
!n- Heaven: 
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HcAven : That where-ever we are difpers'd, and at 
prefent Refide, we ftill belong to another Place, and 
have the Honour and Happinefs to be entituled to 
the Rights and Privileges of a better Country : That 
we Chriftians are now the immediate Subjeds of the 
Heavenly King, and that hereafter we fhall be tran- 
flated tothfrCapital Seat of his Empire, refcued from 
all our prefent Difltrefles; and poffefs'd of that Glo- 
rious Happy Eftate to which we are bid to afpire : 
That he therefore accounted all thwgs here but as Lofs 
and Dung., if by any means he might attain the Re fur- 
region dfthe Dead ; fr effing on tovettrds that Marh'^in^ 
looking for the Lordy whojbould change our now vile 
Bodyj and remove it from this vile Aboad, that it 
may be like unto his Glorious Body^ and fitted foT'the 
Glories oi its Eternal Refidence. 

This Sence the Place bears well, if we underftand 
thisCitizenfhip tobe parallell'd only with fuch a one 
as that of Rome was, and by the Pleading Of which 
StPjiul was refcued from the Scourging, he otherwife 
had fuffer'd at Jerufalem. The Freedom of it was 
highly valued, and the Chief Captain had obtain d it 

kda 22- 28. mth agreat Summ. It was fome Safegard in Foreign 
Empires, hut a fiire Protedlionin the Roman'S^or\d ; 
as the Magijirath and Sergeants of this City Philippi 
were put we know in a great fright, for having vio- 

k&.%\6. \ixsA that Privilege in the perfon of our Apoftle. 
And to that Claim of his, fo Univerfally allow'd, 
and there (b Remarkably made, now in an Epiftle to 
thole PhilippianSfhe may be well thought to allude. 

But it may be added, that the Apoftle probably 
referrs not here to that City, tho' Miftrefs of fo large 
part of the then kaowa World, however Honourable 

and 
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and Advantageous the Freedom of it might be, but 
to the Commonwealth of Ifrael, and to the Great 
City of "Jerufdem. Fer however Great Rome might 
be in the efteem of the reft of the World, this 
Citizenfhip was much more priz'd by the 'JemSj and 
their Proleiy tes. Jerufalem was the City of the Great 
KJ»g-, the Lord of Heaven and Earth : All that 
were Free of that, were Subjedt to the Lord of 
Lords, and under his peculiar PrOtedion. The Au- 
thority of that King was juftly founded, and of Na- 
tural Right, truly Auguft and Unaccountable : his 
Empire really extended to the whole World ; and his 
Power, when he pleas'd to exert it, was abfblutely 
irrefiftible, as it would in fome fbort time adually 
prevail. Accordingly the Jevps now look'd out for a 
SAviour \ their Prince, the Meffiah they expe£led in 
a little while (hould appear, refiore the IQngiom to 
Jfr»el^ and fubdue all thofe Nations under them, 
whether Romans or Parthians, who had Lorded 
over them, but were now to be their Tributaries 
and Slaves. He was to come from the Holy City ; 
to gather up from all quarters of the Earth the Dif- 
pers'd Holy People, both thbfe that remained alive, 
and thole that were dead ; and to return with them 
Triumphantly back into Judea, to Reign together, 
with great Glory and Felicity in the promisM Land 
oilfraeL- 

This tlK Jem, the Citizens of the Earthly Jerttfa- 
Imy expected to be accomplifli'd in a little time ; 
and for this they waited impatiently, ready to rife 
up, and go meet their MeJ^ah^ upon the leaft Ru- 
mour of his Appearance. But the Meffiah was al- 
ready coaie, and they the jf«>r/ had, with their own 

hands 
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hands deftrojred: thole their Carnai Hopes. How* 
ever he had, even by that his own Deaths Wrought 
already a more Gbrious Deliverance, than they had 
imagined. The Man Cbrifi Jefut was now afcended 
up to the Jerufalem which if above^ the Mother^ the 
Metropolis of us aU: hereafter to appear in Greater 
Pomp, with a more Mighty Power ', to relcue them 
from their more deadly Enemies, Sin and Death; as 
he would enftate them in a yetunconcdveable Hap- 
pinefs, and which (hould continue long* even beyond 
their Thoufand Year, for Ever and Ever. 

In this view therefore, and with reference to this 

Ho^e oflfraelf I fiippofe St. Paul to have (poke the 

Sentence of the Text. He had been before oblig*d^ 

by the boafting pretences of fbme of his Nation, to 

exprels, in the t^ginning of this Chapter, the little 

value he &t upon his Jewijh Linage and Circumcilion, 

Learning or Privileges, in refpe£): of the Kflotvldge of 

ofChrift., or the Meffub, jefitt his Lord; SLnd in 

regard of the RefurreSiion of the Deadf which he fo 

ardoolly hop^d by that Kjiowledge to attaw, Thofe 

Earthy Thirds he minded not ; and therefore con< 

eludes, remembring himfelf and the PhUiffiMS of 

their H^ber Country, and Excelling Expe^ations. 

0»r Citizenfitif, fayS'he, is in Heaven, not in a part 

of Pdlejiiue ; 9nd front that City of ours above, we 

aifo, no lefs than the Jem^ took for the Saviour^ th« 

Mefflah, she Lord^efni Chrift, whopaU change our 

vile Bodies, 8cc. according to themrking, whereby H6 

it ahle even to fitbdue ^ thit^s antd himfelf: Not the 

Powers of this World, but spiritual and more 

Mighty .• Not by putting to Death, but ddlroying 

Death ; wbenfiail be bmightto fafs 4h& Sjiytm^tbat it 

written^ 
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written. Death is fit>*l/owed up in Victory : Deaths 
where is thy Sting ? Gnve, where is thy ViElory ? 

This leems to be the Natural Intention of St. Paui 
in thefe words, and to make up their full Scnce. 
And Firfi therefore we fhall a little confider this 
Citizen/hip of Ours ; where it is, what its Privileges, 
and what its Duties : Thus Far underftanding the 
word Converfation^ as it means our Political Relation. 
And then, Secondly, we may reflect upon the Behaviour 
to which we are obliged by this new Relation ; what 
manner of Men we ought to be, and what our Life 
and Converfationy the fence in which th& word is 
ordinarily taken. All which you will then pleafe to 
give me leave to apply to the Prefent Occafion. 

L And, Firfiy That there was fuch a Heavenly 
Country, to which the Faithful of this did appertain, 
is what the Writer to the Hebrews tells us the Saints 
of old did well underftand : They all died in Taithf 
not having reeived the PromifeSy -hut having feen them Hebr. n. ij. 
afar off ; and wert perfuaked of them, and embraced 
them^ and eonifeffed that they were Strangers and, Pil- 
grims on the' Earth. - For, continues the Apoftle, 
they that fay fuch things, declare plainly^ that they feek 
a Country ; bnt now they defire a, Better, that fs, 
a Heavenly. And truly , if they had been mihdftfl of 
that from whence they came out, they might have had 
opportunity to have returned. -, For, as the Apoftle had 
before faid, Abraham the Father of the Faithful uehi. 11,8,9. 
fojournd in the Land, of Promife, as in a ftrange 
C-ountry ; dwelling in Tabernacles with the Children of' 
the Promife ; looking fbr a City which hut b Foundations^ 
whofe Builder and Maker is God. -" 

B This 
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This Heavenly City, which thofe of old Saw at 
that diftance obfcureJy, and into which they could 
not then Enter, but. by fome very particular and 
extraordinary Favour, is now difcover'd and laid 
open by our MeffiaSy its Greit Lord. He has, by 
the Gofpel, given our Faith a clear Profped ; and 
hy a Great Summy an Ineftimable Price, purchafed 
for all that Lift themfelves under his Banner, the 
Freedom, and Citizenfhip of it. We claim its Pri- 
vileges now, and Ihall have Entrance into it here- 
after, by virtue of our Birthright, as we are become 
Sons of God, and Coheirs of the Promifes with our 
Redeemer. 

Such a City there is above, to which we belong ; 
as certainly as there was a Rome to the Romans, or 
the Jews a Jerufalem : not indeed yet feen by us ; no 
more than either of thole Places might have been by 
thoulands of their Citizens ; but which is now cer- 
tainly fubfifting, and to which we are continually 
tending : A City, not as Theirs, expos'cJ to the Force 
of its Enemies ; and which may be deftroy'd, to the 
difappointment of our Arrival there ; »o/ made hy 
hands, nor to be ruin'd by them ; but which will 
alTuredly ftand faft, and await our coming. 

By Baptifnty as by a certain Out-gate of this City, 
we are now admitted into the Precindts and Jurif^ 
didion of it. And a high Privilege it is to Chri- 
ftians, that what part of the Earth fbever they 
now inhabit, and under whatever Temporal Go- 
vernment they are plac'd, they are yet the Beloved 
Subje&s of a Superior Power, and under the Rqtbrt 
and Protedion of the King of Kings. Others indeed 
might exercife Authority over them in His name, 

who 
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who yet belonged not to the fame City : but what 
they did, could never deprive the Chriftian of the 
Favour of the. Great Emperor, nor hinder him from 
his Great Inheritance. We want not the Licenfe 
nor Mediation of thofe Powers to make our Di- 
ftrefTes known to our proper Sovereign, or to beg 
His Graces : We have the hberty all to refort direftly 
unto Him, and to make our Perfonal Addrefles to 
his Divine Majefty. 

It was a great Wifli our Apoftle made for JgrifpA ; ^^tj 26. 
That He, tho' a King, ftiould be fuch a one as 
St. Paul was. And had He been ferjuaded to he a 
ChrillUn, and admitted into that Fellowfliip ; He 
had been advanced to a far higher Degree, and more , 
advantageous Privilege, than the Imperial Favour 
could conferr. But had He been altogether fuch 
a one, and not excepting the Bonds ; had he ftood a 
Fritoner for the fame Caule ; he had been then 
certainly in a much more Honourable and better- 
Diftinguifhed Station, than he was in all that Pomp 
that attended him: He had then, inftead of being 
an Humble Friend of Caftrs^ and an AlTociate of 
Pejius his Slave, been an Embaflador and Repreftn- 
tive of the Almighty ; and his Voice fpeaking on luch 
an occafion, had been indeed, what was blafphe- - 
moufly faid of his Father, the Voice of a Godf and AUs 12. 22. 
not the Voice of a Man. 

So great is the Satisfaction the Chriftian may 
juftly take to himfelf from the Honour of this his 
Relation : but a greater arifes yet from his alTured 
Expeflation. Whatever Inconveniences he may at 
prefent fuiFer, in this his ftrange Country ; within a 
little while he fhall Arrive at his Native one : In the 

6 X mean 
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mean time from all intervening Hardfhips and un- 
juft Ufage, he Jppeals unto his Saviour, and unto 
his Saviour he muji go. In thu Wortd Satan may 
bear Rule, for he is the Pr/»cc of it ; God values not 
himfelf upon this his Earthly Kingdom, it is di- 
fturb'd often and fhar'd by Rebels to his Authority : 
But when his own KjngAom comes, then (hall ours 
begin ; and we attain infinitely greater Joy and Hap- 
pinefs, than ever yet Earthly Crown was fuppofed 
to bring. We fhall not Die, we are thofe who are 
to Rife again to the New Earth. Let the Wicked be 
laid in perpetual Sleep, their only Hope; we (hall a- 
wake again : not as tlie jfcir/, to a Millenary Tenancy 
of the Land of Canaan, and the enjoyment of Milk 
and Homy ; but to an Inheritance rejervd in Heaven, 
and to a Society of that Blifs, in which God is Happy, 
and which endures to the lame Eternity; 

Such are the Advantages of thefe Citizens, buf 
they have too their Duty. For this City has its pecu- 
liar Ordinances and Laws, and obliges all thofe who 
are Enroll'd of its number to the oblervance of them j 
all of them exprefly engaging themlelves in a folemn 
Contraft, and Adjur'd to it by the Blood of our 
Saviour. Laws to be obferv'd, under the (andion of 
a terrible Penalty, as well as of an exceeding great 
Reward j the prevaricating Citizens, not only to be 
difenfranchiz'd and treated as Strangers, but as the 
falfeft Rebels, and molt execrable Traytors, Corre- 
fyonding with the Enemies of their bleffed Mafter, 
and loving and ferving them, more than the Lord 
ftko bought them. 

By theOrdinance alfo of our Heavenly King, even 
the Governments of this Earth fubfift ; and all thefe 

Statutes 
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Statutes of theirs, are (uppos'd to be Authoriz'd by 
his Royal AfTent and Pleafure ; the feveral National 
Corporations, if I may fo fpeak, of Mankind ex- 
ifting by Grants and Charters from him ; and with 
Allowance to make fuch By-Laws as fhall not be in- 
confiftent with his Eternal Sandions. Indeed all 
thefe lefler Governments, are but as fb many Eaftern 
Companies, travelling croft their Defarts ; and bound 
homewards, under their Temporary Leaders, and 
Provifional Ambulatory Laws ; but fubjeft all the 
while to the Catholick Laws of the Country to which 
they are returning, and all of them finally refponfible 
for the whole Conduct to their Common Natural 
Sovereign : Heathen, or Chriftian of all Sefts, bound 
to ftand by what knowledge of their Duty they have 
receiv'd, and to anfwer for what they have neg- 
le£led; each of them, whatever they have been 
pleas'd to (peak or aft in the progrefs of their Jour- 
ney, concerning the Will and Perlbn of their Lord, 
going towards his Prelence to give an account, and 
attending his Righteous pleafure. 

But further, In the midft of thefe Temporary King- 
doms, which are by the Sufferance and under the 
Control! of our Lord, he has too begun his Hea- 
venly City here ; and on Earth erefted a Society of 
his own, with particular Regulation, and under di- 
ftinft Officers : a Government not to be taken up at 
our pleafure, iior Modell'd by the Fancies of Men ; 
no more to be Form'd, in fubferviency to the Inte- 
refts of this World, than it was firft Defign'd for 
tlKfli. Other Governments may have been left to 
be regulated, according to the Circumftances and 
Difpofition of the People : but this Political Body, 

has 
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has Chrift our Lord for its Founder and Legiflator ; 
and no Appointments are to be followed differing, 
from thofe, which he by his Apoftles has Inftituted, 
and they by their Writings and Praftice have tranP 
mitted. To continue thefe Primitive Orders, is the 
Duty of the Officers of the Heavenly Citv ; and to 
obferve them, is the Duty of all its Citizens. 

II. So our Convtrfation, that is our Common- 
wealth to which we belong, U in Hea,vtn\ and a- 
greeable to that our Citizenfhip fliould our Conver- 
fatiowt that is, our Behaviour be. 

And in fome degree our Converfation and De- 
meanour fliould be, as if we were in Heaven ; ac- 
cording to the meafure of our Abilities, as Careful 
and Circumfped:, as Holy, Reverential and Obedi- 
ent : in as much as we, who are in the Church on 
Earth, are in an oyter Court of Heaven ; within its 
Verge, and under the immediate and particular in- 
fpeftionof its Great Lord. 

So fhould the Earth now become a part of Hea- 
ven, and grow Holy Ground ; having nothing in it, 
as far as lies in us Chriftians, that is oppofite and 
contrariant to it. For the Earthly Things in the Con- 
text dilallow'd by the Apoftle, are not fo cenfured 
becaufe they are of this Place, and tranfafted here • 
but becaufe they are done in forgetfulnefs, negleft 
or defiance of that other PJace to which wt more 
peculiarly relate : the Earth not being guilty, as di- 
ftinft in fcituation from Heaven ; but as far as it fhall 
be found to be in contradiaion to it, and to lie in 
Evtl. 



But 
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But our Converfation is not the more in Heaven, 
the more it is abftra£led and remov'd from the So- 
cieties on Earth : No more than a Pilgrimage from 
our own Land, C|n carry us ever the nearer to the 
Heavenly City: Tho'fome have underftood fuch re- 
tirements into Privacies or Defarts, to be the (afeft 
and Ihorteft way thither. In order to have our Co/f- 
verfation in Heaven^ it is not generally requifite to 
flie the Converfation of Men ; it is frequently not 
only Inexpedient, but Unlawful : and a Good and 
Uleful Man, may often be no more aHow'd to fub- 
traft his Company from the World upon that pre- 
tence ; than he is to difmifs his Soul from his Body, 
that It may be the fooner in the better Place. 

Our Converfation is to be yet on Earth, the Sta- 
tion God has aflign'd us ; and Hereitis to bein Hea- 
ven ; we living in this mixt World, as thofe who 
know that hereafter they (hall be of a feparate un- 
polluted Society. Here tlierefore we are to Endea- 
vour, what we are bid to Pray ; that the WiHoi God 
may be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven. We not 
indeed imploy'd in the lame Offices, nor doing it 
altogether in the fame manner ; but betaking our 
felves to our part here, as cheerfully and as obedi-- 
ently as the Angels themfelves dilcharge their Duty: 
We beiiigeven now Servants and SubjeQsas weU as 
they; but of the meaner Station, and remoter 
Attendance. The Angels, as Priefts, wait 
in the Teinple upon God*s immediate Service : 
And we, as many of the other Jeves^ not yet fb 
much as arrived to our own Country, are yet look- 
ing and tending thither; paying our Duties at a di- 
fiance, and as we now may ; going from Jtrength to- 



12 A Sermon Preacljd before 



Pfal. 84. 7. firtngthy untill at laft we afftsr before our God in 
Sion. 

Now here on Earth, we are known to have a 
different Duty of Converfation, in the Threefold Re- 
lation we bear, to God^ to our Neighbours^ and to 
our fehes. And even in thefe regards belonging to 
this World, we are to be influenced by that our 
Relation to our City above. 

For, F/>/, Our Demeanour to our Neighbours, 
as they are to live only on the Earth, be they 
fellow-Citizens of Heaven or no ; is to be regulated 
by the Laws of Heaven, and is likewile enforced 
and cultivated by them. 

And, Firft, as as it has been premis'd. That when- 
ever the Municipal Law of the Earth interferes with 
the Law of Heaven, or the Manners and Fafhions 
below with the Diredions from above ; we are then 
to remember our lelves of the Government to which 
we belong : fo, on the other hand, the Welfare and 
Peace of this World, is beft promoted and fecured 
by our Refpedl to the other ; and Juftice and Duty 
will be paid to Men with the greiteft ExaClnefs in 
this Worldly Commonwealth, by thole that are of 
the Heavenly. 

For, to begin with Inferiours ; The Chriftian 
Slaves were better Servants even to the Heathens, as 

Eph. 6. 7. knowing they ferved the Lord in them : better Chil- 
dren, as honouring in their Earthly Parents their 
Father in Heaven : better Subjeds, as owning their 

Rom. 13.4. Kings for the Minifiers of their God. And on the 

Eph. 6 9. other fide, the Lord knew himfelf to have a Mafter 
in Heaven ; the Father, that he was a Child of God ; 
and the Emperor, that he was but a Fellow- 

Subjea-. 
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Subje£t. And fo were all Offices of Juftice, Kind- 
nefs, and Compaflion, p=;r.form'd, even to Stran- 
gers and Aliens from the Heavenly Commonwealth ; 
not fo much for the Reputation and Advantage thefe 
Aflions might procure here, as for the Thanks and 
Reward and Honour they would certainly meet 
with above : as on the contrary, by any breach of 
thefe Rules of Juftice, there was not only a Wrong 
done to the Party, but an Offence committed againft 
the Great King ; His Peace was difturb'd, and his 
Authority would interpofe, and the Outrage was 
to be Anfwer'd at a Higher Court. 

A malicious and falfe Accufation it was, the Jews 
put up againft our Saviour ; as if he had been an 
Enemy to Cafar : And a no lefs unjuft Prejudice af- 
terwards is was, in the mouth of the Heathens ; That 
Ghriftianity fubverted Governments,and was ruinous 
to the Empire. This therefore the Apologifts en- 
counter'd with GreatTruth,and Force : and were well 
able to fhe'w. That a True Chriftian was the beft 
Commonwealths Man j and that they were the 
more profitable Citizens of Rome, by being Citi- 
zens of their Heavenly Country. For although the 
greateft Care is ftill to be taken, of fecuring to our 
felves our Station in Heaven ; and all the Concerns 
and Affairs of the Earth muft (eem, in that refpefl:, 
very Slight, and abfolutely Incohfiderable : yet, even 
of Thefe, a fufficient, and no lefs EfFeftual Care 
will beilill taken by Thofe, who moft regard the 
Interefls of the Other World. Such a one will as 
affeSionately and concernedly Defire the Good of 
his Country here, as they who know no other. If 
admitted to the Adminiftration, he comes clear.and 

C uncor- 
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uncorrupted from any By-Refpe£ls, and wholly 
minds the Publick Welfare : Not indeed fetting ic 
up in Competition with the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and advancing it by the Neglefl: of tho(e Superior 
Interefts ; the Falfe, and Defervedly Unfuccefsful 
Method of Humane Policy : But fufFcring no Pri- 
vate Regards to himfeif, to withdraw his Zeal from 
the Common Good. For fo has God, by his Pro- 
vidence, ofder'd even the Earth, that its Govern- 
ments are generally difturb'd and ruin'd by the fame 
ways ; as betray a Negleft, and forfeit all Hopes cf 
the Abiding City. By Injuftice, Breach of Truft, 
by Oppreffion, Self-Love, and Private Interefts, by 
facrificing their Country to their own Revenge, 
Ambition, or Gain ; by the Narrow Spirit of fuch 
as confider nothing beyond themfelves, and do not 
behave themfelves like Citizens , no, not of any 
Commonwealth. So little do thole who care not 
for the City above, care indeed for any : as they 
will bereadieft, no doubt, to Venture for the Pub- 
lick their Worldly Eftates, and Temporary Lives ; 
who prize them leaft. 

There are Noble Examples of the Old Heathens 
Love for their Country, left in the Greek and Roman 
Hiftories ; never Read but with Admiration, and 
highly deferving to be imitated. Nor is it to be de- 
qy*d, but that this Generous Spirit was cultivated 
in them by peculiar Maximes and Difcipline j and 
engaged by the Inftitutions of their Religion ; which 
fuppos'd their Deities to be Inhabitants among them 
and Fellow Citizens ; and that they fought for their 
Gods, as well as for their Wives and Children: As 
the 3fcwj too we know were animated fingularly* by 

their 
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their Zeal for the Temple, ftJr the Defence of their 
City. 

But the Chriftian Religion, tho' not Regardant to 
the Earth, nor fix'd to its Glebe ; is far from being 
wanting in Motives to this Love of a Community, 
but rather more forcibly Obliges to it : that Great 
and Chief Precept of Charity, by which the Difci- 
fles of Chrift are to be known \ Amply Comprehend- joh. 13. j^. 
ing, and Nobly Undertaking and Advancing the 
whole 9uty. By this we are engag'd, as to Love 
our God, fo to Love our Neighbour ; to Love our Mat. 22. 39. 
Neighbours^ as Qur felves ; to bear out anothers Bur- q^^^^^^ 
detis ; to Defiy our felves ; not to feek our Own ; for 
the fake of our Brethren, to bear all things^ and to i cor. 11. 5,7. 
Ensure aU things. And this Communicative Grace, 
which freely exerts it felf upon any fingle Objeft, 
moft cheerfully aflifts a Multitude ; and beftows it 
felf ftill, with the Greater Zeal, upon the more Ge- 
neral Good. By this the Meaner Men are bound to 
lend their Hands to the Publick, the Rich their Sub- 
ftance, and the Wife their Counfel and Condud. 
That Counlel I fay and Dire£tion,which the Plowman 
and Mechanick may not be fo able to contribute \ and 
which the Petty, and the Great, Chapman may make 
a Market of ; thofe whole Leifure, and Plenty, Edu- 
cation, and Experience, have fet in a due Heighth 
for Pro^e(ft,and aboveTemptation,areoblig*d by their 
Chriftianity to provide and fiippty ; and it is their 
GreatefiCharity. If I fhould not rather fay ;Tbat thofe 
who areMainiain'd and Furnifh'd by the Labour and 
Diligence of others, are bound to this Duty, by the 
Equitable Reafon of their 'Eafie Tenure : and are in 
Common Jultice to be upon the Witch ; and to 

C 2 take 
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take care, that the Countryman and the Artifan be 
fecure ; and that while they are Intent upon their 
Work, they be not furpriz'd by Foreign Craft or 
Force : as he that is fed and cloath'd by a Flock, is 
fupposM to guard it from the Encroachments of a 
Trefpafler, and the Aflaults of the Wolf. 

But as our Citizenfhip of Heaven, qualifies and 
engages us to maintain this Worldly Converfation on 
Earth ; fo much more does it oblige us, to keep up 
the Spiritual Society of the Church ; that by which 
we are join'd, not as Men, but as Chriftians ; not in- 
corporated for the fmall Comforts and Afliftances of 
this fhort Life, but to contribute to our mutual Edifi- 
cation in the Faith, and to promote our Eternal Wel- 
fare, that we may converfe together for ever. Tha 
Heavenly City commences here, by the prefent 
Communion of the Faithful : And by the Funda- 
mental Charter of this our Incorporation, we are 
fuppos'd to have a Right to their Company now, 
who defign to be of that Catholick Society here- 
after. 

(iJ/jr,) Such (hou'd our Converfation be towards 
our Neighbour, in virtue of our Heavenly Relation : 
The fame fhou'd it be towards our felves, in the Re- 
gulation both of our Spirit, and of our Body. 

Our Mind not too much afFefted, with the things 
of this World ; neither too much exalted, nor de- 
preffed by our Converfation here : ftt^ and fix'd, o» 
Things above : efpecially free from fuch Faffions, as 
are unlawful and forbidden, Wrath, Envy, or 
Malice : fuch Paffions as cannot be thought to be 
countenanced by Heaven, no more than they can be 
admitted there ; Infernal Emotions, and belonging 
to the Spirits of another Place. Our 



the House of Commons. 17 

Our Body likcwife to be preftrv'd from all Conta- 
gion of this World, through which it is to pafs ; that 
no Impurity defile it, nor Excefs abufe it ; to be 
kept within the Bounds of Sobriety, Temperance, 
and Chaftity. For knew the Soul no other PJace^ 
than the Earth ; it (hould however make fome Di- 
ftindtion between the Inhabitants of it, and ufe 
its Realbn to be difcern'd from Brutes. But as it is 
confcious to it felf, that it is of a Spiritual Nature ; 
and not at Home, till it comes to the Manfion of 
Spirits ; it muft then likewife underftand it felf 
bound, to preferve the Body, its prefent Charge, 
according to the Direftion it has received from the 
tloly Spirit. For were the Body, after this Life, 
eternally to be left ; and were it to peri(h With the 
Earth, from whence it was taken ; the Soul how- 
ever ought to look to her felf, to preferve her own 
Dignity, and not to fuffcr the Piece of Earth jfhe 
informs, to tranlgrefs in her Prefcnce, and under 
her Adminiftration. But now, wheq the Soul more* 
over underftands, that this Body, however vik and 
frail it may appear, is at prefent defign'd for a Ha- 
bitation of the Divine Spirit ; and at laft for an Inha- 
bitant of Heaven ; to be her Eternal, and alike Im- 
mortal Companion ; fhe is then to take care, to keep 
it fbmething like a Temple of God now, and fit to 
be made a Glorious Body hereafter ; that our Duft, 
tho* vik J may be clean and unfpotted, fuch as God- 
may not loath' and abhorr , refufe to take into his 
bands, and to re-fafhioo, and condemn to an infi- 
nitely viler Condition. 

Our Souls and our Bodies are of God : not of his 
Workmanfliip only, or fubjed to his Po^ver; bur 

referv'd 
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reftrv'd under his Appointments, and dedicated to 
his Service. We belong not to the Earth ; nor arc 
our own ; refponfible for the diflionouring, mifufing, 
and defacing of our felves ; as much as if we had at- 
tempted on another. 

So are the Laws of that part of our Converfation, 
which is more private, and terminates in our felves ; 
fully and indifpenfably obliging, by virtue of our 
Heavenly Polity. And, whereas the other Moral 
Confiderations, inducing to Temperance and Cha- 
ftily, which are drawn from the Inconvenience and 
Damage of the contrary Vices ; may be eafilv either 
eluded, by a pretended Care of otherwife fufficiently 
fccuring our Vigour of Mind and Body, our Eftates 
and Families ; or reje^ed, with a Claim, of what 
Men may call t^ieir Inherent Right, of difpofing of 
themfelves as they fha]] pleafe ; and the Laws of this 
Ftace may not think fit to interpofe, if the prelent 
lotereft of the Publick appears not eminently con- 
cern'd ; in thefe Cafes, the Conftitutions of the 
Heavenly City, openly pronounce the Excefs to be 
in its own nature Criminal, demand peremptorily 
to be obferv'd, and will indulge neither Tolera- 
tion nor Connivance ; Excommunicating for Ever 
the Unrepenting Tranfgreflbr, from the Church 
above. 

iidljf.) From this Confideration of our Gitizen- 
fhip in Heaven, there cefults a Higher Duty of Con- 
verfatiop, in refpeft of Gods Holy Peribn, 

As Inhabitants onlyof thk Earth, we owe a Duty 
certainly to the Supreme Lord of it ; And what now 
its feyeral Prinvjes demand, in right of our Cifizen- 
ftiip heee ; That is more juftly to be paid to the 

King 
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King bf Kings, whole Lieutenants they are, and in 
whafe Name they Aft. But as we belong yet to 
another World, in which we are Eternally to Live, 
and under His Immediate Government; capable 
there of the neareft admiflion, and Higheft Honours ; 
we are ftill under a Greater, and indeed infinitely 
Obliged, Duty, to this our fo Gracious peculiar Lord, 
and Everlsfting Mafter. 

And if we cannot, without a moft Criminal DiG- 
obedience, negleft any of thofe Commands of his 
which we have mention'd, concerning either our 
felves or other Men ; much lefs fhould we thole, 
that tend immediately to Himfelf, and are direfted 
to the Service of his Blefled Perfon. If our Com- 
monwealth, be in Heaven, thither are our Eyes and 
Hearts to be lifted up ; our Face turn'd toward that 
City of ours ; as the Jews^ are ftill looking toward 
their JerufaUm. And if God be our King ; to Him 
is our Duty inftantly to be paid, and our Worfhip 
direftly addrefs'd. We, with the Angels, our Fellow 
Citizens, aicribing to him Bleffing, and Honour and 
Glory now, as we may be admitted to do it, in their 
Company hereafter : Joy ning our felves now in Ccm- 
gregations before Him, as belonging to that General^eh. 12.23. 
Jfftmhly; Worfhipping alfo in fome (blemn For* 
tions of Time, Devoted to his Service, as Dedicated 
to the Holy Eternity we expeft,- and in Places lep»- 
rated from the reft of the Earth, asi in the Houfe &f 
God, as in the Gate sfHeavm. Wdjt^y is our God, Gen. 28. 17^ 
to whom we Ihould give all Glory ati(St<Jlonour : td 
his BlelTed Nature it belongs; and to hb peculiar 
Sub^efb, the aicribing of it appereain^^ ' But more 
E&ecially ihat Honour and @Wv Qtfg<ht tt be a& 

fcrib^d 
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fcribM by Us, which has fhin'd out upon Us, in his 
Mercy and Goodnefs ; and tnoft wonderfully, in 
that Inexpreflibly Gracious Favour, on which the- 
Church is now Meditating ; and by which we have 
been redeem'd from Death, and admitted to this 
Expedlation of our Inheritance in Heaven. 

Thele Prailes and Thanks are the principal Tribute 
God Exacts from us his Subjedts, to be fent up to the 
Netv Jerufalem. A Tribute to him, to whom Tri- 
bute is certainly Due ; and to be allow'd to Pay it, 
is to be admitted to a Heavenly Office here. 

For we need not to be told that other Duty to him, 
whic our Wants, and Infirmities, our Fears of all 
kinds, and our.DiftreflTes here on Earth, of them- 
felves fuggeft ; that we (hould apply our felves to 
Him, for Remedy and Relief; to Him, our Gra- 
cious Mafter, and Mighty Protedtor. Tho' neither 
do our Necefficies more naturally addrefs themfelves 
to him, for fuccour ; than our Allegiance requires, 
that we fhould own his Government, by thole our 
Petitions and Appeals. To make our Neceffities 
knowxi to him, is a mark of our Dependance, and an 
Acknowledgment of his Power : and then to leave 
tbeRelief and Redrefs to his Good Pleafiire, is an 
Ad of Submiflion to his Providence, and of Refig- 
nation and Obedience to his Gracious Will : We ftill 
remembringji that our.chiefeft Intereft is in Heaven ; 
and that, if ourrpreftnc want of Earthly Comforts 
is to be recompens'd .hereafter, our Pra,yers ^ave 
been much better AnCvrer-d than they might be by 
us Conceived. 

Between us the now Travelling Citizens, and be- 
tween the City to which we tend, God hasEfta. 

blifh'd 
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tblifh'd ff Commerce at prefenr, and a Correfpon- 
dence he requires. There is to be kept up a kind of 
Familiar Co»verfatio» with Heaven: We to repre- 
fent our Wants, and offer up our Defires ; and God 
anfwering our Petitions, in Grants often for the 
Goods of this Life, but always for thofe appertain- 
ing to the Better ; Thofe his Choiceft Gifts, his Gra- 
ces, whereby He makes us acceptable to himfelf, and 
qualifies us for our ot;her Eftate ; making not our 
Body. yet, but .our. Soul ftill, to belefs File in his 
-fighr» . And then; thofe Grants and Anfwers of God 
,we are agaiii gratefully to acknowledge, in a Return 
,of Thanks and.Praife. Such a Reciprocal En- 
tercourle God has conftituted between Him and us ; 
•and not to maintain it, is to be'^infenfible both of 
the Higheft Honour and Greateft Advantage that 
can be vouchlafed us. '-ui^ "'''^ ■ ■■' 
< ^his our '^Converfiition with God, he is pleas'd 
alfo. to own ; and content it fliould be Publick ; 
and acknowledg'd then it mud be on our fide, 
twitb all poflible Demonftratibn of Refpeft.'^: Nor is 
it more Sociable towards our Brethren, than it is 
Dutiful to our Lord; to make our IXnited and 
more ijSjalemn Appearance before Him ; joining in 
our Prayers, , not only for our mutual Afliftance, 
:but alfa in our Praifes and Thanks ; for Ms Greater 
Honour : that He who is fo Gracious, as to come 
iHimfefif,' and be in the mtdft of us when met 
.together ; may fi,nd ftill a Company, of this Sub- 
jeftsaad Servants, a, Heavenly Hoft below, as ready 
to receive and Attend him. ^ - ' '' ' "^ 

.v>5-!u iuA J:il t.rt.,I>; ;":;'in.>L>i ,) IH. And 
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III. And now, by the Pious Motion of this 
Honourable Aflembly, is the whole Nation with 
that Solemtiity Addreiling it felf to this Heavenly 
King : not as to fome great Foreign Prince, whole 
Affiftance and Favour they would crave, againft 
the Violence and Oppreflion of a Stranger ; but as 
to their Natural Lord, and Liege Sovereign, to 
wbofe Dominion their Enemy too is a Subjed, and 
whofe Protedion therefore we implore ; That He 
would be pleas'd to interpofe his Authority, and 
check the Encroaching Inlolence ; own his Depen- 
dants, and peculiar Servants, the Depofitaries of his 
Holy Truth, and Profeflbrs of his Purer Worlhip ; 
woulid appear in their RighteoiK Quarrel, aflerc 
his Own Sa<:red Caule, and vindicate the Honour 
of His Name. 

Upon the firft Appearance of (uch a threatning 
Danger, it was the Duty of a Chriftian People, to 
refort to their Metropotis, and to apply themlelves 
to their Sovereign Lord. Neither was it lei^ their 
Wifdom, and the Refult of their trueft Policy, to 
be early in this Prei»raj:ion ; a Preparation the moft 
Neceffary, and which will prove our fecureft De- 
fence; if we can gain the Favour of the Almighty 
0(1 our part ; and He will be entreated, to prefide in 
the Diredion of our Couo&ls, and ia the Condu^ 
of our Forces. 

And on this Succour from Above we might wkh 
Confidence prefiime, if our Co/tverfatim with Heaven 
had been faithfuBy kept up by us ; if it hath not 
been broken off by our Neglea ; nay. Heaven it felf 
render'd Firfl our Enemy, by our frequent Revolts^ 
and continual Contempt of its Jufl Authority* 

This 
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This then muft be our greateft Danger, and chiefly 
to be apprehended by us : and the earlier therefore 
flill was this Recourfe to be made, that we might 
timely reconcile our (elves to our offended Lord ; 
with due Submiflions and Satisfaftions, regain our 
Correfpondence in Heaven ; and prevent the Enemy 
on Earth from that great Advantage, not of being 
joyn'd by the acceflion of fbme new Territories, but 
of Ailing upo n us by Leave, or it may be by Com- 
raiffion, from above ; and we not only Unaflifled 
thence, and in our turn jufliy Neglected, but aban- 
doned to Him, and given for a Prey. 

For confefs we muft, that the greater and nearer 
our challenge has been to the City above, the grear. 
ter and more inexcufable has been the Crime of aa 
unfiiitablie Contradiding Converfation. If the Being 
or Authority, of the Great King has been deny*d by 
any ; if his Servants and Meffengens, the Apoftles, 
have been rejeQed ; if the. prefent Earthly Defires 
and Momentany Interefts have generally had the 
Preference ; in vain fhall we claim the benefit of 
^ that Government in our Diftrefi, which in our Pro^ 
' fperity we have djlbwn'd : ratljer fhould weexpe£l, 
that the Lord (bould take from us the Frofeflion of 
the Golpel, that boaft of our Kingdom, by which 
His has been di^rac^d ; fhould fadly teach us bet- 
ter to confider our Heavenly Country, by bereaving 
us of This ; by reducing us to that Condition, which 
ott^fS^not more , unworthy than our felves have 
fufFer^d, of becoming (uch Strangers and Pilgrims, 
as to go and feek another Country on the Earth. 

They who duely underftand the Value of this 
Heavenly City, muft confefs the Lord to be very 
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Gracious, if He (hall even fo fecure It to us : could 
a People be (b ftupidiy perverfe, as to make that 
the neceffary Method. Such a Penalty would then 
be but a flight Ranfom, and truly an Amcrciment, 
to thofe who had deferved more difmal EfiPefts of 
his juft Indignation , and had forfeited Life E- 
ternal. 

To refleft on thcfe Forfeitures, we may have 
made of our Heavenly Inheritance ; and to pray 
the Remiffion of them ; is the known Defign of 
this Seafon : that by the Merits of our Saviour's 
Deathf and hy ouv Conformity through^ Repentance 
to itf for whoie Memorial we are therefore preparing ; 
we may attain the Refurre£iion from the Dead, which 
toOjinthe Memorial of our Lord's Refurre£lion,we are 
after joyfully to recognize. By your Religious Ap- 
pointment, the Confideration alfo of the Earthly 
Punifliments, which the fame Righteous Judge may 
infllft, very aptly joins in with this Spiritual Inten- 
tion ; and is moft ejfedually affifted and pro- 
moted by it. For in both refpefts, our Sins and 
Follies are to be lamented, God's Jufiice to be ac- 
knowledged, and his Judgments deprecated ; and by 
the means of the fame Repentance only, are we to 
hope for a Releafe of his DiPpleafure, and a Reflitu- 
tion to his Favour, whether in this World, or in the 
World to Come. 

Our Real Humiliation, and True Repentance, will 
infallibly reftore us to the Rights and Privileges of 
our Heavenly City ; fuch is the Goodnefs of God, 
as to give us a certain Affurance of that Salvation, 
for which we fhould be moft follicitous : and it is 
likewife the moft probable Method that can be 

devis'd. 
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devis'd, of obtaining our Prefervation below. God 
indeed is flot pleas'd, and for our Intereft it is, to 
give us any'perfefl: Affurance of this kind ; nor is the 
Siricereft Penitent to promife hifnfelf Stability in 
Worldly Affairs. But as the Almighty is pleas'd in - 
the Cafifervation and Deftruftion of Empires,to work 
generally by Natural Means : fbare we to remember, 
that on one hand there is no other better way of. 
making a City onEirthJbidiagj fomething like that 
of Heaven, than by keeping theRules of its Con- 
verfation, and by the jobfervance of Religion and . 
Vertue ; on tht other, there is not neither any more 
natural way to the Ruine of any Government, than 
by tranfgreiTing the Laws of Heaven, and when 
Profa~nene{s, Injuflice, and Intemperance, fhall once 
prevail, arid become National Cdmes. v 

For lb ai-e Luxury and Lafcivioiafiiefs, known well 
to enervate and etnafculate Men's Mindj, and to in- 
difpofe and difable them for any fblid Counfel or 
vigorous Aftion. NegleO: of the Publick plainly 
Gives it up : and undue purfuit of Private advajitar 
ges, cxpoles it to Sale. Diviiions aad Animofities, 
make a Breach foe the Enemy to Enter : and if ithey 
increafe not his Numbers, difconcert and diminifh 
our own. Forgetfulnefe. or Denial of God, his Pro - 
vidence, and Judgments- to come, undermine all 
fteady foundations of Probity aiid Fidelity j/by^ wiiiqh 
ady Nation'muft: ftand ; , rendring "wichout Force 
^d abfblutely Null all the Laws, i that can be qiad^, 
by Yours or any other Human Authority: as Indif- 
ftrence for the Truths and Articles, . and for the 
Commiihion and :^ellow(hip of Cb^iftianity, &ould 
it continue, miiilat lafl: Subvert the ' Pcoteftant Re- 
ligion I 
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ligion; and in the Judgment of God and Man, 
make it a Retoitiation for fuch a People, to turn 
Papifts again. - 1 

Thefe are the Ways to the Deftruftion of any 
Church or Nation ; certain Caufes of God's juil Dif^ 
pleafure, and as eiic£tual Inflruments of his Re- 
venge. For it cannot be.expeded.tbat hefhould be 
Oblig'd by fuch a Courfe, to exert his extraordinary 
Power, and to reft^ain the Natural Tendency ; but 
rather provoked to haf^en the approaching Event, 
and to precipitate the impending Ruine. 

For the Preventing fuch Fatal Conftquences we 
are now met before God ; and by the Humble Con- 
feflion of our Iniquities, and acknowledgment of 
ourDeferts, and by Vows of Amendment, have I 
hope made way for the Almighty,, with Honcrtjr ta 
undertake our Caufe,i and with ^foty to his inter- 
nal Rules to becotae our Proteftor; May he give 
us Grace to perform thefe Vows now made in our 
Diftrels; arid to ftand to the Contra^ of Obedi- 
ence, we have Solemnly renejv'd. This if He 
Gr«t»8, win be the nioO: Signal and the moft Indu- 
bitable-mark :of the Divine Favour ; the raoft Hope- 
ful Pledge of his Defence here, and an unqueftion- 
able Aflurance of our Happinefs hereafter. 

Let us therefore all take care, for our Pref^nt and 
our Future Safety, chat our Converfation be in all 
Refpfiffe, as fliatt be Agreeable to our Heavenly 
City : that by our RdiaKiour, our Religion may be 
difiirn'd ; and our Hopes and £xpe63:ations appear hy 
our Actions : We Living in this World, as if we really 
Believ'd Another ; and not placing Our higheft Satil- 
fadion here in Gratificatioiis of the Body, or in fuch 

Power 
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Power or Honour as the Earth cail conferr. Our 
Convernitu)n t6 be as in the way, the way to our 
Native, ojr Better Country : and for our fure-Di- 
redion, Heaven to be ftill in our Eye ; and we 
never to lofe the Sight of it, however the Earth 
with ail its Mountains may offer to interpofe. 
This ProfpefJ:, in time t)f Worldly Profperity, to 
be our Reftraint ; and in Adverfity and Tribula- 
tion, our great Support : 'till thorough this Ihort 
Vale, if not of Mifery, yet of Vanity, we arrive 
atlaft to that Ever lafting State of True Happinefs 
and Joy. For which may Gk)d of his Mercy pre- 
pare us now, and to it hereafter bring us, by the 
Merits of our Lord, and the Afiiftance of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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, ^ Hc^ m Sn/'4«A CHurdi-Yard, 170 

DR. 0<»>er's Sernraa Preach'd before tMLord Mayor 
. , -rr- His Sermon.Pteaqh'd , before the Kipjg at .W^ltehafi^ 

7— His; Sermon: PreachM before tlje, Queen ztWntehtiU^ 
Jan. !<: 169:-. , "^ .' .■ . ■ 

-=^His Sermon Preach'd before tbcRing and Qp«en at 
IVTjheha/l; 3 An. 14. igjjf. '- ' , ■ 

■.1." ' .. ■■<• .'. 'I . , : >t ,■ ., 

?.i.k ©ifcwtfes cftocsToing Lent^ in Two; ?^^<\. fK^e 
Firft, An H^^t5(t§il ;^Vccouflt of its Obferva:t:ion. Tt^Se- 
.cohd. An ElUy concernihg its Original : This Sub-divicled 
" into two Repartitions, whereof' th*e firft is Preparatory j 
^nd Ihews, that moflrof our Chrrftian- Ordinances ^are de- 
rived from the yw^: And thcfecond ConjeAuresi that 
Lent is of the fame Original. Sio. 

Dr. ifham'i Sermon Preach'd at the Funeral of the Re- 
verend pr. john^c0»y March 15., \6^. 

His Serition aj th^Meetipg 6f the Sons of the 

Ckrgp>MeQ, December 3. \6s6. at the Church of St. Mary 
LeSt$fr 

His Sermon Preach'd before the Lord Mayor, at 

St. Bridget'^ QBXitG)\!^,onWedi»!da^ in Eafter-Week, 1700- 

Dr. i?/i«:t4/rs'Elg!ir5ermonsPrg5ch'diii tbe- Cathedral 
Church of St. P<*«/, London., at the Ledure Founded by 
the Honourable ^Rw»« J?oy/« Efqj in the Year 1700. 

His Sermon f reach'd before the Honourable the 

Hoitfe of Conmions, ^at St. ^<H;g«rf« H^if/ww/f r, Jm. 30. 

His Reafons for not Replying to a Book lately 

PiAlifli'd, Intituled Amyntor. 8w. 



